Traditional Classroom vs. Standards-Based Classroom

Traditional Classroom Standards-Based Classroom

Teachers select topics from the curriculum.

Teachers use textbooks or published materi-
als as a basis for planning instruction.

Teachers create and/or administer tests at
the end of lessons or units.

Lessons focus on teacher-directed activities.

Focus is on the teacher’s instruction and
performance.

Teachers give a grade and record that grade
as part of a final grade or report card.

Teachers cover the curriculum within pre-
planned units and time frames.

Teachers identify and analyze concepts and
skills to be leamed based on the district’s cur-
riculum framework and pre-assessments of

student performance.

Teachers first identify what students must learn
and how they will demonstrate that learning
at a mastery level, and then plan instruction
based on those learning targets, i.e., backwards
design.

Teachers use a varlety of assessments through-
out a lesson or unit to ensure students are
learning.

The focus of lessons is on what type of thinking
and learning students will engage in.

The focus is on instruction that leads to stu-

dent engagement In learning and mastery of
grade-level expectations.

Teachers provide ongolng feedback to stu-
dents regarding their leaming and additional
opportunities to learn, practice, and demon-
strate their knowledge and skills.

Teachers continually monitor and adjust their
Instructional practices to ensure students have
learned before moving on to new topics or units.
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